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Overview

❖ Examination Format (FEL & EL)

❖ Key Programme 

❖ Strategies (selected components)

❖ Home Support
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Examination Format - FEL  
Paper Component Weighting Duration

1 Situational Writing (10m)

Continuous Writing (30m)
26.7% 1h 10min

2 Language Use & 
Comprehension (60m)

40% 1h 20min

3 Listening Comprehension
(20m)

13.3% ≈ 35 min

4 Oral Communication (30m) 20% ≈ 10min

TOTAL: 150m 100%
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Examination Format - EL  
Paper Component Weighting Duration

1 Situational Writing (15m)

Continuous Writing (40m)
27.5% 1h 10min

2 Language Use & 
Comprehension (95m)

47.5% 1h 50min

3 Listening Comprehension
(20m)

10% ≈ 35 min

4 Oral Communication (30m) 15% ≈ 10min

TOTAL: 200m 100%
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Key Programme – Current Affairs@YHPS

- Integrated seamlessly into the EL 
curriculum
  

- Aims: 
1. Widen pupils’ general knowledge
2. Read articles with discernment and 

critical thinking
3. Express opinions on issues 

confidently and persuasively 
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Key Programme – Current Affairs@YHPS

Themes

Heroes

Science & 
Technology

Environment Media

Arts & 
Culture 

Sports & 
Health
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Key Programme – Current Affairs@YHPS

Elements of Thought 
used as a framework to guide 
pupils to think and analyse 
contemporary issues 
critically. 

Pupils learn to 
take a stand and 
substantiate their 
responses with 
well-thought-out 
reasons and 
examples. 
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Strategies (selected components)
Situational  Writing (EL)
Task

Imagine you are Jim. 

Write an email to your 

cousin, Paul, to tell him of 

the exciting weekend 

that you and your family 

have planned for him.

Writer/Sender

Recipient  

The purpose – to inform (to tell)
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Strategies (selected components)
Situational Writing (EL)

Task (cont’d)

In your email, include the following key information:

•  who will receive him at the airport 

•  where he will be staying during the visit

•  where you will be taking him

•  what two sporting activities you can do there with him

•  what new experience he can look forward to

2

1

3

4

5
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1
2

3
4

5

Steps:

1. Label the points in 

the task.

2. Label the answers on 

the stimulus.

Bear in mind: 

Purpose of writing?

Audience? Context?

      

Situational Writing (EL)
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Formal Informal

Salutation Dear…,

Best regards, 
full name

Dear…,

Love,
Best regards, 
first name ONLY

First 
para.

[I am … .] I would like to 
seek your assistance in…

How are you? 
Guess what? I 
have …

Middle 
para.

Dependent on stimulus

Last para. Thank you for taking 
time to read my email. 

I’ll see you in 
school tomorrow.

Situational Writing (EL)
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Strategies (selected components)
Continuous Writing (EL)
Theme:
Being 
grateful

Select 1, 
2,or 3 
pictures to 
base your 
story on.

Thankful  
because 
somebody has 
done something 
kind for you or 
has done as you 
asked
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Strategies (selected components)
Continuous Writing (EL)
Recommendation:

• To write a narrative based on theme

- Setting (where)

- Characters (who)

- Problem (what)

- Resolution (how)

- Coda* (lesson learnt)
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Strategies (selected components)
Continuous Writing (EL)

Character Development Tool Box
• Dialogues • Thoughts • Emotions

• Body 
Motions

• Facial 
Expression 

• Five 
Senses

• Figurative 
Language 

• Show NOT Tell & Explode the Moment



Yuhua Primary School  Growing our Hearts and Minds 

Strategies (selected components)
Continuous Writing (EL)

- Dialogues 

( “I couldn’t have won without your help,” gushed Amy.)

- Figurative Language

( Fear gripped me like an insidious monster when I saw 

the soccer ball hurtling towards me.) 

*Instead of ‘I was terrified when I saw the soccer ball 

coming towards me speedily.’

• Show NOT Tell (some examples)
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Strategies (selected components)
Continuous Writing (EL)

- I was sitting on the fence and wavered between 

whether to claim the money and buy myself the 

latest MacBook Air or to contact the owner and 

meet with him or her to return the wallet. Beads of 

perspiration trickled down my forehead like rivulets. 

At that moment, every second seemed to be infinite. 

• Explode the Moment (example)

- I was in a dilemma.

              vs  
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Strategies (selected components)
Continuous Writing (FEL)

Context:
events that 
happened at a 
swimming pool 
one morning

Pictures given 
are in sequence

Helping 
words/phrases

Required to come 
up with own 
ending
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Strategies (selected components)
Continuous Writing (FEL)

Planning: 

• Perspective to write in (first person or 

third person)

• Appropriate vocabulary

• Characters, problem, resolution

• Coda*
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Strategies (selected components)
Comprehension (EL) 

• Think Aloud 
strategy



Yuhua Primary School  Growing our Hearts and Minds 

Strategies (selected components)
Comprehension (EL) 

It was the National Track and 

Field Championship – the one 

we had been training for, for the 

past six months. My foot still had 

not healed from an earlier injury. 

As a matter of fact, I had 

pondered whether I should 

attend the meet. But there I was, 

preparing for the 3.2 km run.

• Prestigious 
competition

• A had put in a lot of 
effort to train for 
this competition. => 
meant a lot to her

• How did A injure 
herself? Will she 
stand a high chance 
of winning? 

• Despite her injury, A 
turns up for the 
competition.
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Strategies (selected components)
Comprehension (EL) (cont’d)

• Teaching slides

- Make predictions
- Make connections 
- Make inferences
- Explore characters’ 

perspectives
- Delve into the 

characters 
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Strategies (selected components)
Comprehension (EL) (cont’d)

• Explain the phrase ‘feeling uncharacteristically 
    brave’ in line 11 and what he did as a result. [2m]

• What word from lines 1 to 4 would best describe 
     how Ed viewed going to school every day? [1m]



Yuhua Primary School  Growing our Hearts and Minds 

Strategies (selected components)
Comprehension (EL) (cont’d)

• Motivation is a key theme in Ed’s life story. 
    State two examples in his life when he exhibited 
    this theme. [2m]
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Strategies (selected components)
Comprehension @ home

• Making Connections 

  - (Text-to-Self, Text-to-Text, Text-to-World)

• Ask Questions (5W1H)

• Create ‘mind movies’

• Make inferences

• Figure out what’s important
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- - th sounds (e.g. three, birthday, with)

- end consonants (e.g. surprise vs surprised)

- pitch and tone

- appropriate pauses

- Stress of certain words to bring across the intent 

of the passage (e.g. An hour later, the trio stood 

back and gazed at their banner.)

Strategies (selected components)
Oral (Reading Aloud)
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- Draw up a list of words with the th-sounds and 

check how your child pronounces them.

- Draw up a list of commonly mispronounced words 

and guide your child to pronounce them.

- Record your child reading aloud.

- Play your child’s reading and review it with him/her.

Strategies (selected components)
Oral (Reading Aloud @ home)
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Strategies (selected components)
Oral (Stimulus-based Conversation)

• Identify underlying theme(s).

• Look at the stimulus and 
predict a DIRECT question. 

• Predict open-ended questions 
based on theme.

 
• Use 5W1H to develop content.
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Strategies (selected components)
Oral (Stimulus-based Conversation @ home)
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• Use authentic brochures.  

• Identify the underlying theme with your child.

• Predict the three main questions with your child.

- 1st qn: DIRECTLY based on the brochure

- 2nd & 3rd qn: an experience and opinion qn based on 

the identified theme

- Have a conversation with your child. 

Strategies (selected components)
Oral (Stimulus-based Conversation @ home)
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Home Support
• Reading

- Encourage reading a WIDE genre of books and 

magazines (e.g. Biographies, Fantasy, Mystery 

Reader’s Digest, National Geographic).

- Be a role model and make time to read together.    

(e.g. ACE magazine).
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Home Support
ACE Magazine (sample)
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Home Support

• Reading

- Visit the library

- Five-finger rule in  

choosing a book

• Speak in Standard 
English
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Home Support (cont’d)

• Websites

- http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/

- http://visuwords.com/

- http://www.timeforkids.com/

- http://www.nationalgeographic.com/

- https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/
http://visuwords.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
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Home Support (cont’d)
• SMART phone Application (Also accessible via 

Web)

- Libby (NLB)
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Home Support (cont’d)
- Libby (NLB)
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Home Support (cont’d)
- Libby (NLB)
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http://www.nlb.gov.sg/discovereads/

Discovereads
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Thank 
you! 
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